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Virtual Small Group  
November Week 3 

Preteen 
 

Today’s Bible Story: Say Something (Jesus Heals 10 Men) • Luke 17:11-19 
Today’s Key Question: Why do people forget to say thank you? 
Today’s Bottom Line: Say thank you. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good. His faithful love 
continues forever. Psalm 136:1 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Gratitude—Letting others know you see how they’ve helped you 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 
 

 
What You Need: 

• Before kids join the small group meeting, ask families to make sure they have pencils 
and paper. 

 
What You Do:  

• As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past 
week.  

• If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small 
Group General Info” page.  

• If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started 
once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels 
settled.  

• After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below. 
 

Activity: 
What You Do:  

• Ask each kid to write their own definition of gratitude without using any form of the word 
“THANK.” 

• Listen as each kid shares their definition.  
• Ask kids to indicate their answer to the question below by writing YES or NO on the back 

of their index card.  
o Do you have to say thank you every time someone does something for you? 

• Guide kids to debate their answers to this question. Encourage each “side” to try to 
persuade the other that they’re right. 

What You Say: 
Wrap up by asking: 

• When are you most motivated to say thank you? 
• Can you think of a time when you forgot to say thank you for something big? Did it 

cause a problem with the other person, or did you remember to come back and 
thank them? 

• Who do you need to thank today? How will you do it? 
 
“I loved hearing your debate about saying thank you. It can sometimes feel tedious and 
annoying to thank people for every little thing they do for you. But if you let someone do stuff for 



you regularly without thanking them, they’ll probably start to think you don’t care, haven’t noticed 
what they did, or you’re just ungrateful. The truth is, unexpressed gratitude is just ingratitude. If 
you don’t say thank you, the other person will never know you’re grateful!” 
 
Close your group in prayer: 
“Dear God, remind us this week to say thank you to those who help us, love us, and make us 
happy. A grateful heart that is quick to give thanks is something You are pleased with, which 
makes it something we are excited to do. Help us show our love for You and for others with 
words and actions that say thank you!” 
 
 


