
Small Group Leader Guide  
Virtual Small Group  
November Week 4 

Preteen 
 

 
Today’s Bible Story: New Attitude (The Story of the Workers in the 
Vineyard) • Matthew 20:1-15 
Today’s Key Question: What is keeping you from being grateful? 
Today’s Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good. His faithful love 
continues forever. Psalm 136:1 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Gratitude—Letting others know you see how they’ve helped you 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
What You Need: 

• Plastic cup filled to the brim with water, 8-10 cotton balls 
• Tell families ahead of time what supplies you’ll be using and give them the option of 

providing the same supplies for their kids during small group.  
 
What You Do:  

• As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past 
week.  

• If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small 
Group General Info” page.  

• If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started 
once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels 
settled.  

• After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below. 
 

Activity: 
What You Do:  

• Fill the cup to the brim with water and set it on the table in front of your device so that 
kids can see it on the camera.  

• If kids have their own supplies, invite them to do the same thing at home. 
• Place a towel underneath the cup, being careful that the water doesn’t spill on your 

device! (Remind any kids who are participating to do the same thing!) 
• Observe the cup and ask kids if they agree that the cup is FULL. 
• Gently add a cotton ball to the top of the water as you ask one of the review questions 

below. 
• Add another cotton ball when the previous one begins to sink, asking another review 

question. 
• Continue adding cotton balls and asking questions until the cup starts to spill over. The 

water will hold a surprising amount of cotton balls! 
• Point out that this is a great metaphor for how there’s really no limit to the amount of 

gratitude we have. We can muster up a surprising amount of gratitude, just like the 
cotton balls can hold a surprising amount of liquid.  

• Review questions: 



o Did the landowner in today’s story hire everyone all at once or at different times 
throughout the day? (Different times) 

o Did the landowner tell each group of workers what they’d be paid? (No; just the 
first group) 

o Why were some of the workers angry when they received their payment at the 
end of the day? (The ones who were hired first and worked the longest got paid 
the same amount as the workers who were hired last and worked the least 
amount of time) 

o How does this story make you feel? Does it feel unfair that all the workers earned 
the same amount of money, or do you agree that they should have adjusted their 
attitude?  

 
What You Say: 
Ask: 

• What keeps you from being grateful? 
• What are you grateful for today? 
• What is one attitude that can get in the way of gratitude? 
• What should we focus on when we feel ungrateful because life feels unfair? 
• What can we do now to continue being grateful, even when things around us are crazy 

and unpredictable?  
 
“We can be grateful when we choose to focus on what we DO have instead of what we DON’T 
or on what seems unfair. Remember to be thankful for what you have and the positive things 
that are happening around you. It’s important to thank God for the gifts He has given you and to 
not compare what God has given you with others.” 
 
Close your group in prayer: 
“Dear God, when we feel like life is unfair, help us remember that You are ultimately the One in 
charge. Nothing happens without You knowing it and being in control. Give us what we need to 
adjust our attitudes by making the choice to be grateful. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 


