
Small Group Leader Guide  
Virtual Small Group  
December Week 1 

Preteen 
 

Today’s Bible Story: High Hopes (Jesus is Promised) • Isaiah 9:6 
Today’s Key Question: What are you hoping for? 
Today’s Bottom Line: We can have hope because God keeps His promises. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He 
is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 
 

 
What You Need: 

• Ask families to make sure kids have markers/crayons and a sheet of paper before they 
join Small Group. 

 
What You Do:  

• As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past 
week.  

• If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small 
Group General Info” page.  

• If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started 
once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels 
settled.  

• After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below. 
 

Activity: 
What You Do:  

• Ask someone to look up Isaiah 9:6 and read it aloud to the group. 
• Divide the verse up into a few phrases. For example, the NIrV would look like this: 

o A child will be born to us. 
o A son will be given to us. 
o He will rule over us.  
o And he will be called Wonderful Adviser 
o Mighty God 
o He will also be called Father Who Lives Forever  
o and Prince Who Brings Peace. 

• Assign each phrase to a kid, or let kids choose their own phrases. 
• Give them a few minutes to illustrate their section of the verse. 
• They can interpret the verse literally or draw something abstract to represent the 

concepts in their verse phrase.  
• When everyone is finished, let each kid explain their drawing. 

 
 
What You Say: 
Ask: 



• After hearing this verse, what do you think the people in the Old Testament expected 
Jesus to be like?  

• How does it feel to know that God kept His promise to send a Savior, and He did it by 
sending His only Son? 

• Throughout history and even in our own lives, we can see God has kept His promises 
and that gives us a reason for hope. Why is hope important? How can we stay hopeful 
this time of year, especially with everything going on in our world right now? 

• What are you hoping for right now? (Not just in terms of what are you hoping to receive 
for Christmas, but is something you’re hoping will happen or how do you hope Christmas 
will turn out this year?) 

 
Close your group in prayer: 
“Dear God, thank You that You always keep Your promises. You promised to send a Savior, 
and You gave us Jesus, just like You promised. Help us remember that we can trust You and 
we can have hope, no matter what, because You always keep Your promises. Amen.” 
 
 


