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Day of Pentecost 

Order of Worship for streaming service during COVID-19 

May 31, 2020 

11:00 am 
 

 
 

about today’s service 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest 

and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty 

days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within 

and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing 

God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have 

different capacities; we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these 

gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to 

forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy 

Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
 
 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
We gather together to praise God and receive God’s love. 

 

Welcome              Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Song: “Breath of God”    Vicky Beeching  

(FaithX video) 

Announcements                     Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Blessing of Graduates    Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Graduate Video 
 

Confession and Forgiveness Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the 

wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 

sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things 

we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 

dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 

Hymn – “O Day Full of Grace”  

(ALCM Virtual Hymn Project video) 

1 O day full of grace that now we see appearing on earth's 

horizon, bring light from our God that we may be 

abundant in joy this season. God, shine for us now in this 

dark place; your name on our hearts emblazon. 
 

2 O day full of grace, O blessed time, our Lord on the earth 

arriving; then came to the world that light sublime, great 

joy for us all retrieving; for Jesus all mortals did embrace, 

all shame and despair removing. 
 

3 For Christ bore our sins, and not his own, when he on the 

cross was hanging; and then he arose and moved the 

stone, that we, unto him belonging, might join with 

angelic hosts to raise our voices in endless singing. 
 

4 God came to us then at Pentecost, the Spirit new life 

revealing, that we might no more in death be lost, its 

power over us dispelling. This flame will the mark of sin 

efface and bring to us all true healing. 
 

5 When we on that final journey go that Christ is for us 

preparing, we’ll gather in song, our hearts aglow, all joy of 

the heavens sharing, and there we will join God's endless 

praise, with angels and saints adoring. 
 

Greeting       Pastor Liz Frey 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                  Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your 

faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us 

by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment 

in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise “This is the Feast”  
 

  Refrain 

 This is the feast of victory for our God.  

 Alleluia, alleluia. alleluia. 
 

1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 

free to be people of God. Power, riches, wisdom and 

strength, and honor, blessing and glory are his.   
   

  Refrain 
 

2 Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all 

creation: Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God 

and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain 

 

3 For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia, 

alleluia. alleluia.  

  Refrain 

(video) 
 

+ Word + 
We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of God’s people. 

  

Children’s Message Pastor Jack Horner 
 

Reading: Acts 2:1-21     Bucky Walters 
 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after 

Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples 

before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for 

the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the 

power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were 

all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of 

P: Presiding Minister   C: Congregation   L: Lector 
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fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 

of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability.  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the 

crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 

heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and 

Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 

about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 

new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live 

in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, 

God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 

young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 

those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  
19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on 

the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun 

shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 

the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ ” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                    Pastor John Brock 

P: The holy gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.                            
 

Gospel: John 20:19-23     Pastor John Brock 
 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 

commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 

and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 

were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: “On Fire”    Pastor John Brock 
 

Solo: “Holy Spirit” Getty/Townend 

Michael Clements, soloist; Georgia Clements, piano 
            

Prayers of Intercession    Pastor Liz Frey 

Each portion of the prayer ends: 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us. 
  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Passing of Easter Peace  Pastor Liz Frey 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.                   

 
+ Sending + 

We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent 

out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world. 
 

Blessing Pastor Liz Frey  
 

P:  At Pentecost, the Spirit of God was poured out upon 

believers. May the Spirit’s flame burn brightly in your hearts. 

C: Amen. 

P: The wind of the Spirit blows where it wills. May the breath of 

the Spirit rouse you for life. 

C: Amen. 

P: Christ said to the disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” May 

you be enlightened and sanctified in his name. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Dismissal  Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”  Lloyd Larson 

(FaithX video) 
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“Breath of God” By Vicky Beeching © 2008 

Thankyou Music|Integrity Worship Music CCLI #1283514.  

 

Text: Scandinavian folk hymn; tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921-2001, alt.Text ©1978 
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
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“Every Time I Feel the Spirit” Lloyd Larson. CCLI #1283514.  

  
 

 

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve. 
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“On Fire” 
The Reverend John H. Brock 

 

 

Don’t just listen to the Sermon…Ponder how 
you can live it! 
 

Use these questions as a starting point to dive 
deeper into the sermon each week. Can be used 
individually, with family and friends, or with 
your Life-group! 
 

1. Has your faith ever felt dead? What were the 
circumstances? How did you handle it? 

 

2. How has the Spirit been active in your life? 
Have you been reignited from a dead pile of 
ash? Or have you felt like your fire has 
simply never gone out? 

 

3. What was “the rush of a violent wind” like in 
your life? When did you experience it? Or 
has the Spirit been more like a steady force? 

 

4. “Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.”  (Acts 2:9-11) Can 
you relate to these countries, these 
languages? What are some modern 
equivalents? Do we think God would Really 
send the Spirit to those people? 

 

5. Our gospel lesson said, “for as yet there was 
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.” (John 7:39b) Have you ever felt 
like the Spirit has abandoned you, left you 
hanging high and dry? Or have you felt like 
the Spirit has yet to come into your life? 

 

 

Grace to you and peace, from God who is, who 
was, and who is to come. Amen. 
 
Last Monday - Memorial Day - I woke up (always 
a really good way to start my day). I was lying in 
bed, reading my phone (the way most of us do), 
when Marianne came into the bedroom and said, 
“Your fire is still smoking.”  

 
The day before, my spouse left me to go hiking 
with her sister & meet up with her parents. So, I 
decided, because it was a nice night, I made a fire 
in our metal fire pit, and sat outside and enjoyed 
the evening. Around 10 p.m., I was ready to head 
to bed. I banked the larger pieces and left the coals 
to slowly extinguish. Apparently, one of the pieces 
of hard wood that I used was large enough, that it 
kept smoldering - All. Night. To the point that - 
ten hours after I thought I had banked everything 
– as I looked out the second-floor bathroom 
window, there was a small tendril of smoke 
trailing up past our deck.  
 
I went and inspected the remains. When I blew on 
what was left of the large log, it glowed red. I felt . 
. . challenged. I quickly gathered some paper, 
some kindling, and a couple of smaller branches. I 
moved the log toward the center of the basin. I put 
the paper in the middle, piled the dry wood 
around it, and blew. And just like that old horror 
movie, I felt like Dr. Frankenstein: “It’s . . . Alive!” 
We had Fire!  
 
The power of wind, of breath: To be able to 
reignite an apparently dead fire.  
 
Our Acts reading talks about wind. But we read 
about the power of wind in the very first story in 
the Bible, in the story of creation.  
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the ru’ah of God moved upon the face of the 
waters.” Genesis 1:1-2  
 
That’s the way you remember it, right? Although, 
maybe you’re like me, and you heard what you 
think I said, and not what I actually said. Ru’ah is a 
Hebrew word. And like many words, when 
translated, it can be several different English 
words.  
 
Ru’ah can be wind. Like when we see the wind 
blowing the branches of trees. Or when I’m riding 
a bike and getting nowhere because the wind is 
blowing so strongly against me.  
 
Ru’ah can mean breath – like when at the doctor’s 
office, she asks me to take a deep breath so she can 
listen to my lungs. Or, breath, like what so many 
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Covid-19 patients struggle to do. Ru’ah means 
that, too.  
 
Ru’ah can also be translated as spirit. Not spirit as 
in what we talk about at Halloween, spooks and 
ghosts and goblins; rather, spirit as we heard in 
our Acts reading. Spirit as a motivating force; an 
energy; a presence, even, that challenges us in a 
positive fashion.  
 
The Spirit of God is talked about many times 
throughout the Hebrew scripture. In the Christian 
scripture, the Spirit first shows up when John 
baptizes Jesus, right as Jesus is rising up out of the 
water, John looks up and sees what appears to be a 
dove, but John understands that it is actually the 
pneuma, the Spirit of God, (pneuma is the Greek 
word that is similar to the word Ru’ah) John 
watches as the Spirit descends upon Jesus from on 
high. But we truly see the power of the Spirit in 
our reading from Acts.  
 
Have you ever experienced a tornado? Have you 
heard the howl of the wind, like a freight train? 
Have you seen the power of the wind, as roofs are 
lifted from walls, or automobiles flipped over? 
Think of that when you hear Acts 2:  
 
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  
 
That’s the Spirit that Jesus which Jesus sends down 
upon the disciples. That’s the Spirit that we hear 
today in our reading from Acts. That’s the Spirit 
that Jesus promised his followers throughout the 
gospels, and again right before he ascended into 
heaven. That Spirit, which appeared upon the 
disciple’s heads as though “tongues of fire.”  
 
Fire - burning within them. Fire - that they could 
Not extinguish. The Spirit - the wind, the breath 
of God - brought That fire to them, which allowed 
the apostles to spontaneously speak in languages 
other than ones they knew. It’s That Spirit, which 
we say enters us at our baptism,  
 

which is affirmed a place in our lives at 
confirmation. That Spirit, which burns within our 
hearts and calls us to share God’s grace, and 
mercy, and love with one another, in ways that 
might be familiar and comfortable and take no 
thought whatsoever. And that same Spirit calls us 
to proclaim in ways which we have never done 
before; ways of showing God’s grace that Scare. 
Us. To. Death.  
 
Because I know there are things in which I am 
inadequate. And Still the Spirit calls us to speak in 
languages we have never learned before and do 
things we’ve never done before in order that we 
learn to Trust that the Spirit will give us the words 
and the skills when we need them, in the service 
of God.  
 
So, my Memorial Day fire: We got the fire to blaze 
again. And I kept tending it throughout the 
morning. Our guests arrived (because we’re in 
Yellow Phase!), and I stopped tending the fire. By 
early evening, everyone was leaving. The fire was 
out. the grate was cold; there was nothing but ash. 
I tossed a used tissue on the pit on my way to the 
cars, and when I walked back, wouldn’t you know 
it – the tissue was smoldering. Once again, I 
gathered kindling, paper, and some small logs. I 
built my square and began to blow. To ru’ah; to 
breathe. To cause wind to flow. And for the 
second time that day, from a pile of what looked 
to be dead and cold ash, we now had flames; heat; 
energy; fire; Spirit!  
 
The Spirit can do the same for you. If I am a firm 
believer, if my heart is on fire; God can use me. If 
I fear my faith is dead and cold, nothing but a 
heap of used up ash; the Spirit can rekindle my 
fire, set my heart aflame, and fill me with new and 
blazing light.  
 
Sisters and brothers, I ask of you: Open your heart 
to the Spirit of God and let that fire burn.  
 
Amen. 


