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about today’s service 
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah 

proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and 

distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be 

awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use 

our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a 

world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—

word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of 

Christ’s coming among us. 
 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
We gather together to praise God and receive God’s love. 

 

Welcome              Pastor Jack Horner 
 

Prelude: “Ring!” Linda Lamb 

Youth Bells 
 

Announcements                    Pastor Jack Horner 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we 

are made, who claims us and calls us beloved. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not 

faithful in using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. 

We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are 

infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open 

our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our 

neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.  
 

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, 

opens the door to us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by 

Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the 

foundation of the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: O Zion, Haste  angelic songs 
 

1. O Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling, 

 to tell to all the world that God is light; 

 that he who made all nations is not willing 

 one soul should perish, lost in shades of night. 
 

  Refrain 

  Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace, 

  tidings of Jesus, redemption, and release. 
 

2 Publish to ev'ry people, tongue, and nation 

 that God, in whom they live and move, is love; 

 tell how he stooped to save his lost creation 

 and died on earth that we might live above.   

3 He comes again! O Zion, ere you meet him, 

 make known to ev'ry heart his saving grace; 

 let none whom he has ransomed fail to greet him, 

 through your neglect, unfit to see his face.  Refrain 
 

Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923 

(Pre-recorded) 
 

Greeting      Pastor Jack Horner 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

Prayer of the Day                        Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own 

the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we 

have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and 

prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

Children’s Message Pastor John Brock 
 

Song: “Hope Of The Nations” 

FaithX Band (pre-recorded) 

 
+ Word + 

We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of God’s people. 
  

Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18  Joyce Roy 
 

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the 

day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last 

day in the New Testament include details taken from Old Testament 

accounts of the day of the Lord. 

   

 7Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at 

hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has 

consecrated his guests. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem 

with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 

complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, 

“The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 13Their 

wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from 

them. 14The great day of the Lord is near, near and 

hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the 

warrior cries aloud there. 15That day will be a day of wrath, a 

day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation,  

a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 

fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring 

such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 

because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall 

be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither 

their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the 

day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole 

earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will 

make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                    Pastor Liz Frey 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.                            
 

Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30                                         Pastor Liz Frey 

 

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not 

sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return 

should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on 

a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 

to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off 

P: Presiding Minister   C: Congregation   L: Lector 
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at once and traded with them, and made five more 

talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents 

made two more talents. 18But the one who had received 

the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and 

hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of 

those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then 

the one who had received the five talents came forward, 

bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 

to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master 

said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent 

also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 

harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 

where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went 

and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! 

You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 

gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 

invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 

would have received what was my own with interest. 28So 

take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and 

they will have an abundance; but from those who have 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for 

this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: “What Day Is it? Zephaniah”       Pastor Liz Frey 

 

Solo: “Speak, O Lord” Getty/Townend 

Amy Heinly, soloist 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the + resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Reception of New Members Recognition and Video 

 

Pastoral Prayer      Pastor Jack Horner 
 

Lord’s Prayer      Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us. 
  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Peace       Pastor Jack Horner 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

+ Meal + 
When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and 

we experience His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine 

Christ is present with us.  
 

Eucharistic Prayer  

P:  Encouraging God, your Son Jesus died for us so that we 

might live together with you. He went through the night of 

betrayal, anguish in Gethsemane, trial by his own people, 

and scourging by his oppressors, that we might live in 

endless day. Send your Holy Spirit that your people may be 

turned from the fear of your wrath to the anticipation of 

your glory. By that same Spirit of salvation and hope, 

sanctify these gifts of bread and wine that in your kingdom 

of grace they may be for us the body and blood of your 

Son Jesus Christ; 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

+ Sending + 
We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent 

out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world. 
 

Blessing of Communion to the Homebound  Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Compassionate God, Bless those who receive your word 

and sacrament at home. May these gifts be signs of our 

love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and 

blood of Christ, all may know your grace and healing 

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing      Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Dismissal       Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sending Song: “The Reason” 

FaithX Band (pre-recorded) 
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