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about today’s service 
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In 

the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, 

hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks 

the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to 

celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the 

consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, 

we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds. 
 
 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
We gather together to praise God and receive God’s love. 

 

Welcome              Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Prelude: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” arr. Michael Burkhardt  

(pre-recorded) 
 

Announcements                    Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Mission Moment: Give Serve Lead Stewardship video 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose 

forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have 

not lived as God desires. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our 

best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed 

the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not 

been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up 

and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of 

Christ. Amen. 
 

P: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that 

holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of 

God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted 

by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                   VIGIL 
 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the 

evening is advancing, and darker night is near. The 

bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. Up, pray and 

watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom 

near; go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. The 

marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. Arise, 

O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

3. The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings 

bore, shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; in 

triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; arise, O 

Sun so longed for,o'er this benighted sphere. With hearts 

and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see the day of 

earth's redemption that sets your people free! 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

(Pre-recorded) 

 

Greeting      Pastor Liz Frey 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 

Prayer 

P: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks 

our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the 

first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may 

be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the 

saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare 

our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ 

our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws 

near. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

  And ransom captive Israel, 

  That mourns in lonely exile here 

  Until the Son of God appear. 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

Sara Lobaugh, flute 
 

Prayer of the Day                        Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By 

your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 

dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming 

of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Children’s Message Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Solo: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel/ 

 Come to My Heart, Lord Jesus”                               Traditional 

Christyan Seay, soloist (pre-recorded) 

 

+ Word + 
We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of God’s people. 

  

Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9   Nancy Martin 
 

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. 

The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken 

of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience 

ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the 

God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
 

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence—2as 

when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 

boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that 

the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did 

awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 

the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past 

no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen 

any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember 

you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned;  

because you hid yourself, we transgressed. 6We have all 

become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 

deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf,   and 

our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one 

who calls on your name or attempts to take hold of you; for 

you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us 

into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you are our 

Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all 

the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, 

O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now 

consider, we are all your people. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: Presiding Minister   C: Congregation   L: Lector 
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Gospel Reading: Mark 13:24-37   Pastor John Brock 
 

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns 

in power and glory to end all suffering. 
 

 [Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will 

be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the 

stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 

coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 

that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32“But 

about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep 

alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like 

a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 

his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—

for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: “Slow Down…and Keep Watch”       Pastor John Brock 
 

Song: “His Mercy is More” 

FaithX Band (pre-recorded) 
Matt Boswell, Matt Papa 2016 Messenger Hymns, Love Your Enemies 

Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI#1283514. 
 

Nicene Creed     Pastor Liz Frey  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer      Pastor Liz Frey 
 

Lord’s Prayer      Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us. 
  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Peace       Pastor Liz Frey 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
+ Meal + 

When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and 

we experience His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine 

Christ is present with us.  
 

Eucharistic Prayer  Pastor Liz Frey 

P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in 

the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your 

promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ 

hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 

your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made 

flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.  
 

+ Sending + 
We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent 

out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world. 
 

Blessing of Communion to the Homebound  Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Compassionate God, Bless those who receive your word 

and sacrament at home. May these gifts be signs of our 

love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and 

blood of Christ, all may know your grace and healing 

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing      Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Dismissal       Pastor Liz Frey 

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lod. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sending Song: “Rescuer”                         

Faith band 

(pre-recorded) 
Benjamin Hastings, Bryan Fowler, and Rend Collective © Capitol 

CCLI#1283514. 
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