Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

January Week 5
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: Use Words Wisely • Ephesians 4:29
Today’s Key Question: Why do your words matter?
Today’s Bottom Line: Use your words wisely.
Monthly Memory Verse: “Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted with something very large.” Luke 16:10a NIrV
Monthly Life App: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
What You Need:

· Each kid will need a sheet of paper and something to write with.
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Tell kids to think of (but not say) what the following sentence means to them: “Use your words wisely.” 

· Instruct them to secretly write their thought in the form of a short phrase, example, or sentence on their paper by drawing a blank line for each letter in each word and placing a space between words. (Similar to a game of Hangman.)
· If they need help remembering the exact wording of their phrase, they can write the answer on another sheet of paper and keep it out of view of their device’s camera.
· When kids are finished, choose one kid to show their paper to the others. 

· Invite kids to take turns naming a letter. 
· If the letter they guess is in any of the words, the card’s “owner” fills in the blanks wherever that letter appears. 

· If the letter is not in any of the words, the kid to the left of the first guesser takes a turn. 

· Kids who guess a correct letter can take another turn or try to guess what’s written on the card. 

· Continue until the phrase or sentence on the card is guessed correctly.

· Repeat as time allows, letting kid take turns sharing their card.

What You Say:

· Read Ephesians 4:29 aloud.

· Ask: (Depending on how your conversation goes, you won’t necessarily need to ask all of the following questions. These are meant to be a starting point for your group to discuss today’s Scripture and think about how it might apply to their lives.)

· Why do words matter so much?

· What is something good that words can do?

· Why do you think encouraging or positive words are so powerful?
· Why are hurtful or negative words so powerful?

· Think about times at home, school, or other places when it’s hardest for you to watch your words. What sets you off? What can you do to respond the right way? (Remind kids that evil/unwholesome words are not just hateful or curse words. Lead them to consider how complaining, gossiping, and disrespect can be just as destructive.)
Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, we all know the difference between wise and unwise words. We know what it feels like to be hurt by words as well as to be encouraged. Since the things we say can be powerful, we ask that you give us the courage and wisdom to watch what we say especially when we are upset, angry, or feel like getting even. Please give us the help we need to live, speak, and act in ways that show others we can be trusted with what is expected of us. Amen.”
