Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

January Week 1
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest (The Greatest Commandment) • Matthew 22:36-40
Today’s Key Question: What are things you’re expected to do?

Today’s Bottom Line: Love God. Love others.

Monthly Memory Verse: Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted with something very large. Luke 16:10a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

What You Need:

· Before the Small Group time begins, ask families to allow kids to have a few items of clothing nearby. Any type of shirts, pants, socks, etc. will do. 
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Ask kids to silently think of a responsibility they or kids their age typically have.

· Invite kids to take turns using the clothing items they have nearby to shape clues for others to guess the responsibility they thought of. 

· Clarify that they don’t wear the laundry, they just use it to create a picture, scene, or word that shows something they are expected to do.
· Give them a few minutes to make their creations, off-camera somewhere nearby. (i.e., the rest of the group should not be able to see what each kid is making, but all kids should remain in the vicinity of their devices so that the group is still “together”)

· When everyone is finished with their laundry creations, let kids take turns pointing their camera to their creation while the rest of the group tries to guess what it is. 

· Especially if you have more than five kids, try to keep this moving quickly by calling on the next kid to share their creation as soon as the previous kid’s creation is correctly guessed. 
What You Say:

· Ask: (Depending on how your conversation goes, you won’t necessarily need to ask all of the following questions. These are meant to be a starting point for your group to discuss today’s Scripture and think about how it might apply to their lives.)
· When doing a task that is boring or that you don’t enjoy doing; such as, helping with laundry or cleaning your room, how does it help to think of ways those tasks are showing love for God or others?

· Can someone love God and not others? Explain.

· Can someone love others and not God? Explain.

· If you do the things that are expected of you but have a bad attitude about it, are you still being responsible? Why or why not?

· What’s one benefit of being responsible?

· What’s one consequence of not doing what is expected of you? 

Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, You are the perfect example of love. You gave us your Son who loved us because He loved You. Help us to follow You well this week by growing in our love for You and choosing to love others as much as we love ourselves.”

