Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

January Week 3
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: Ants Marching (Ant and Sluggard) • Proverbs 6:6-8
Today’s Key Question: When have you had to work hard?

Today’s Bottom Line: Work hard.

Monthly Memory Verse: Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted with something very large. Luke 16:10a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you.

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

What You Need:

· No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Ask kids to silently think of three jobs they consider hard. 
· Two of the jobs should be jobs they have actually done, and one should be a job they have never done. 
· Give them instructions on how to secretly send you their list: through text/email or the chat function in your meeting app.
· Instruct kids to put an asterisk next to the job they’ve never done. 
· Be sure kids know to send their messages only to you!
· Clarify that all of the jobs must be ones that kids their age are capable of doing. 
· The goal is to make it hard for the other kids to guess which jobs they’ve done and which they have not. 
· Go through the lists of jobs, reading one kid’s list at a time and letting the group guess who they think the list belongs to and which job is the one they have never done. 
· Award the following points to the guessers:
· One point for guessing the identity of the writer
· One point for guessing the job that was not true
· Award the following points to the kid whose card is being read.

· One point for each incorrect guess of the writer

· One point for each incorrect guess of the job that was not done by them

· After the game is over, let each kid totals up their points. Announce a winner!

What You Say:

· Read Proverbs 6:6-8 aloud.
· Ask: (Depending on how your conversation goes, you won’t necessarily need to ask all of the following questions. These are meant to be a starting point for your group to discuss today’s Scripture and think about how it might apply to their lives.)
· In what ways does hard work honor God?

· Describe what it feels like to be lazy.

· When you’re feeling lazy, what helps you to get going again?
· Describe a time when you had to work hard. How did it feel? What did you enjoy about that experience? What did you not enjoy?

· Why do you think some people are harder workers than others?

· If someone is super smart, does that mean they don’t have to work as hard as others? 

· What are some lazy areas of your life that you can work on to be more responsible this week? 
Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, when we face a hard job this week, help us to call on You for help to do our best and not give up. Even when a job is super easy, we need Your help to not be lazy and put it off or do a bad job. Remind us that You are with us and that all that we do is seen by You. We want to honor You by being hard workers. In Jesus’ name, amen.”

