Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

January Week 4
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: Golden Slumbers (Parable of the Bags of Gold) • Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV)
Today’s Key Question: How can you use what you’ve been given?

Today’s Bottom Line: Make the most of what you’ve been given.

Monthly Memory Verse: Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted with something very large. Luke 16:10a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

What You Need:

· No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Assign each kid an even amount of money between $1 and $10. (Actual cash is not needed.)
· Challenge kids to each do the number puzzle below.

· Double the number of dollars you were assigned.

· Add 6 to the new amount.

· Divide that amount by 2.

· Subtract the original amount of money you were assigned at the beginning

· Multiply that amount by 100.

· Ask:

· How much money did you end up with? (Note that each kid should end up with $300.)
· What would you do with that amount of money?
· How do the choices we make with our money show others what is important to us?
· As a kid, you aren’t usually given a ton of money that you can use to help others. But what are the things you DO have that you can serve God with?
Note: It’s easy for kids to identify certain talents such as being smart, good at sports, art, or a music, but help them to think about skills that may not be as obvious but are talents God can use in unique ways. For example:

· love of animals

· cooking or baking
· 
sense of humor

· creativity

· physical strength

· compassion

· calm and quiet spirit

· technology

· writing

· love of helping wherever needed

· hard working

· friendly

What You Say:
· Ask: (Depending on how your conversation goes, you won’t necessarily need to ask all of the following questions. These are meant to be a starting point for your group to discuss today’s story and think about how it might apply to their lives.)
· It’s clear that God gives each person different types and amounts of talents and gifts. Why do you think He doesn’t give everyone exactly the same?

· Regardless of the specific gifts, talents, and possessions God gives us, what are we expected to do with them?

· Fill in the blank to finish this sentence: If I could _______, I would make the most of it by _____. 

· What are some reasons why people might waste the gifts God has given them?
· Of the following reasons, which do you feel are hardest for you to overcome when it comes to using what you’ve been given?

· Being afraid to use my gifts because I might fail or be made fun of

· Being lazy

· Being too busy with other things
· Not really knowing what to do with my gifts

· Not really sure what my gifts are

· Waiting until I’m older to use my gifts
· How important do you think it is to know the gifts God has given you? Why?

· What are some ways you can make the most of what God has given YOU this week? 
Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, thank You for entrusting us with so many good things and so many talents and skills. Help us learn what we’re good at and continue to get better at those things. Help us to be responsible with what we’ve been given and use everything we have to show others who You are. Amen.”
