
 
 

 
 

 

Are you curious about Trinity’s roof replacement and solar panel installation?  
Here are some questions and answers that help provide an understanding of 

our needs and this project. 
 
 
 

Q. Are we sure our roof needs to be replaced right now? 
 
A. Trinity’s building is a large facility which has been built in phases, so each section of the building has a 
roof at a different age.   The most recent roof areas that have been replaced include the portico (2021) 
and office areas built in 1980 (roof redone in 2019).   The Nave built in 1959 (has a shingled roof last 
replaced in 2008 - with 50-year life).  The entire Education Wing is the oldest section of the building now 
- with the roof over the preschool being the oldest (last replaced in 1998) and the middle section (the 
addition completed in the 2000) is now 22 years old. 
 
Q. How long will the installation take and will there be any disruption to the church or activities at the 
church? 

A. Under ideal conditions the installation will take 6 months, 3 for roof and 3 for solar panel installation.  
Start date will be determined by material availability and roofing material is currently limited so it could 
be as long as 9 months until till the roof installation begins.  There should be no disruption to any church 
activities. 

Q. Why not just replace the roof and skip out on the solar? 

A. That is certainly an option.  We NEED to replace the roof within the next 2 to 3 years, and we can do 
that by taking out a loan.  We previously received proposals to replace the roof and the costs associated 
with the proposals have already increased significantly over the past few years.  With the solar 
agreement, we are getting the cost of the roof covered within the agreement and the solar panels will 
help to cover energy costs, which will provide funds to pay for the investment.  In addition, the solar will 
help stabilize our energy costs.  

Q. What if Solar proves to be a complete flop and doesn’t produce any energy or save us any money? 

A.  Solar is a proven technology, and we are working with a reputable firm that has done hundreds of 
these installations.  Even with an analysis of the “worst case” scenario regarding the long-term costs, the 
investment we are making with solar will help to pay for our roof and will also help to offset our energy 
costs.  Based on the calculations, we find it difficult to see any “worst case” scenario ending up costing 
Trinity any funds in the long run, but more likely this investment will provide funds to Trinity. 

Q. Who is responsible for the costs and maintenance of the solar system once Trinity buys the panels? 

A.  Trinity will enter into a maintenance agreement with the company installing the panels.  Any 
maintenance is projected to be very minimal, but all costs regarding anticipated maintenance are 
already included in the overall calculations for this investment.  
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Q&A about solar and roof project, continued 

 

Q. What is the expected life of the roof to be installed as well as the life of the solar panels?  

A. The roof generally will last for 25 to 30 years, but this lifespan should be extended since the panels 
will be protecting the roof from UV and the elements.  The panels are warrantied for 30 years, and we 
expect to get 40 years out of the solar panels.  The solar panels should help increase the lifespan of the 
roof because they cover and protect the roof.  

 Q. What is an SREC and how do SRECs benefit us? 

A. SRECs are Solar Renewable Energy Credits which we will own and will sell in the energy market.  You 
can think of them as like shares of stock.   

Q. What is the best way for us to get the most value out of this so Trinity can further our ministry? 

A. The best way for us to get the most from this investment so we can invest even more into our 
ministry is to make sure that we generate the funds to pay off the roof and solar investment after year 
five of the agreement, therefore avoiding any debt related loan and subsequent interest.   This will allow 
us to then invest money we would have been paying for electricity along with the SREC revenue into 
both the ministry and maintaining property where we worship and enjoy fellowship events.  

Q.  Why is solar power not widely used? 

A.  In the past, solar was not as efficient or cost effective as it is today.  Rising energy costs and low 
interest rates are now contributing to the improved efficiency of solar.   More and more homes, 
facilities, and companies are installing solar for energy savings, environment benefits, and financial 
benefits.  

Q. How does solar power work at night? 

A. During the day, our solar system will make more energy than Trinity actually needs to function 
throughout the day.  The excess energy goes back onto the grid, and the meter keeps track of the extra 
power going back onto that grid.  At night, when the solar isn’t producing any power, any energy we 
need comes from the utility grid. The meter then measures how much power is coming into our 
property.  If the solar system is sized correctly (ours will be), the power going out to the grid will balance 
out the power coming into our property from the grid. Basically, we are using the utility grid as our solar 
system’s battery or storage system. 


